He learned Japanese from Riuzan Yano who was a bald-headed temple doctor about fifty years old. Yano had been sent as a Japanese teacher to S. R.
Brown from a minister of the Japanese Government.
Ballagh was interested in
Buddhism and studied the difference among Buddhist sects, and gained knowledge of Daimyo's stations from Yano, whom he tried to lead to the Christian faith by studying Japanese. Ballagh (1842-1920) who came to Japan as a missionary of the American Presbyterian Mission, and he taught English to some young men in the small stone house which was called 'the Sacred Dog-Kennel' by him, having no more than seventy students. There was no platform, so he put a table on the floor from which he preached to the young men. They were eager to learn English, and he talked about the Bible in poor Japanese but with fervor. The small house was destroyed by the Great Earthquake in 1923. The number of the students was less than twenty in the beginning, but later increased up to forty or fifty.
In February, 1872, the young men studying under him offered to hold New Year Prayer meetings for one week, because they saw that the foreigners were having such meetings in the settlement. The young men held the meetings, and Ballagh also attended every day. There were thirty or forty at the most and twenty at the least. The meetings were held three times a day, from 9:00 to 11:00 in the morning, from 3:00 to 5:00 in the afternoon and from 8:00 to 9:00 at night. 
